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        Hello once again from the Bennu Station Center Seat. It 
has been a quiet but devastating month. A young member of 
the crew, 47 years old PO2 Dale Mitchel "Mitch" Mincey 
passed away on January 30th. He had his mate and 4 children. 
He is going to be missed by all. 

 

       We had a meeting and several items were brought to view 
and the main topic was the Bennu Picnic and Chili Cookoff on 
Memorial Day weekend. It will be the 27th the Saturday 
before. Hope to see as many as can make it. ONlY $5.00 covers 
the day with all the Hamburgers, Cheeseburgers, Hot Dogs, 
Chili Cheese Chips, baked beans and more. Come Join us. 

 

Until the next report, may you have GodSpeed at all times.  

 

VADM Ben C. Redding 

CO Bennu Station SFR-119 

COMMAND 

VIEW FROM THE CENTER SEAT 
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     Born and raised in Boston, 
Leonard Nimoy started acting as a 
boy, but moved to Los Angeles at 
age 18 to give it a go on a 
professional level. He worked his 
way up from small roles in the 
likes of Queen for a Day, Zombies 
of the Stratosphere and Them! to 
major guest star turns in such 
shows as Broken Arrow, Dragnet, 
Sea Hunt, Twilight Zone, Wagon 
Train and The Outer Limits. At one 
point, he acted in an episode of 
The Lieutenant, a show written 
and created by a rising behind-the
-scenes talent named Gene 
Roddenberry, and he acted in an 
episode of The Man from U.N.C.L.E. 
with a young Canadian by the 
name of William Shatner. 

     It wouldn't be long before 
their lives intersected again. 
Roddenberry created Star Trek: 
The Original Series, tapping Nimoy 
to play Spock and Jeffrey Hunter 
to play Captain Pike. NBC rejected 
the pilot, but asked Roddenberry 
to try again. The second pilot 
once again featured Nimoy as 
Spock, but after Hunter opted out 
of his contract, Roddenberry 
hired Shatner to play Captain 
Kirk. DeForest Kelley, who'd 
turned down the role of Spock, 
came on board to portray Dr. 
McCoy, and that unforgettable 
trio -- complemented by Nichelle 
Nichols, James Doohan, George 
Takei and, starting with season 

two, Walter Koenig -- formed the 
cast that would see Star Trek 
through three seasons of the 
original show, 20-plus episodes of 
an animated series and six 
feature films, not to mention 
numerous television commercials 
and countless convention 
appearances. 

     Nimoy at times waged an 
internal battle when it came to 
Spock. He titled his first 
autobiography I Am Not Spock. 
Twenty years later, though, he 
wrote I Am Spock. He turned 
down the proposed Star Trek: 
Phase II series, but returned for 
Star Trek: The Motion Picture. 
Spock died in Star Trek II: The 
Wrath of Khan, only to be 
resurrected for Star Trek III: The 
Search for Spock, which Nimoy 
directed. He also directed Star 
Trek IV: The Voyage Home and 

produced and developed the story 
for Star Trek VI: The 
Undiscovered Country, and, as a 
tie-in, he guest starred as 
Ambassador Spock on two 
episodes of Star Trek: The Next 
Generation. And in 2009, after 18 
long years, Nimoy helped J.J. 
Abrams reboot the Star Trek 
franchise by playing Spock Prime 
in Star Trek (2009), passing the 
torch to Zachary Quinto, who 
became a close friend. He also 
voiced Spock for Star Trek Online 
andmade a cameo in Star Trek 
Into Darkness. 

     Beyond Star Trek, Nimoy's 
many film, TV and stage credits 
included Mission: Impossible, A 
Woman Called Golda, In Search 
Of..., Equus, Never Forget, Vincent, 
Standby: Lights! Camera! Action!, 
The Simpsons, Transformers: Dark 
of the Moon and Fringe. With his 
friend and TNG's Q, John de 
Lancie, he created Alien Voices, 
which staged and recorded radio 
play-style productions of classic 
and original sci-fi/fantasy 
stories. 

     Nimoy passed away on Friday, 
February 27, 2015 succumbing to 
the end stages of COPD (Chronic 
Obstructive Pulmonary Disease), 
an illness that resulted from 
years of smoking and which 
afflicted him despite having quit 
smoking three decades earlier. 
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        Another month is in the bag and we are that much closer to Bennu Station Memorial 
Day Weekend Picnic and Chili Cookoff. I am looking foward to spending the day with 
family and friends, as we have had several chapters state that they will be if possible. The 
menu will include burgers, chips, dogs and of course chili. With the exception of water it 
will also be BYOR (bring your own refreshments). As far as activities, I will try to bring 
horseshoes and cornhole, if my finances will allow. 

        There have been several Starfleet Academy annoucements within the pas few months, 
which sadly include that due to challenges and  material duplication in other colleges, the 
College of Medical  Knowledge (IOMA MEDK) will be retired on March 15, 2023.   All 
courses  in the School of Medical Knowledge (MEDK) , School of History of  Surgical 
Procedures (HSP) and School of People of Surgical Procedures  (PSP) will be retired and 
the School of Equipment of Surgical Procedures (ESP) is pending. But on the brighter side 
many colleges have been updated or merged together.  

        The Caitian Orientation College has been permanently closed, but the majority of the 
courses ahve been moved to the College of Xeno Studies (in the Institute of Alien Studies) 
and reopened. Anyone who took the courses as CTOC 101-104 now has credit for AQ-CAT 
101-104 (and should not take them again). 

       The College of U.S. History and the College of U.S. Constitution have been merged into 
the new College of U.S. History and Government (in the Institute of International Studies). 
All courses are still open and have the same codes, just in the new college. 

       The Institute of Performing Arts and Entertainment and the Institute of The Arts have 
been merged into the Institute of Arts and Entertainment. Within the new Institute, the 
College of John Wayne Movies has been closed, and those courses have been moved to the 
College of Action and Drama Movies. Please be aware that in the near future, we will be 
making some changes to that school within the college, including closing some courses and 
creating some new ones. 

       The College of Historic Naval Vessels and the College of Ship Identification have been 
merged into the new College of Naval Vessels (in the Institute of Military Operations and 
Studies). All courses are still open and have the same codes, just in the new college. 

       Regional News includes several openings that can be applied to. These include Region 
One RDC Security, Region One Webmaster, and Region One RDC Program Director. If 
Interested please submit a real life and SFI resume to Regional Coordinator Phillip Cox at 
rc@r1.sfi.org . 

Well that is it for this month. So until next month stay cool and keep it real. 

 

COMMAND 
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SHIPS of the FLEET 

Type: heavy cruiser 

Service period 2368-2410 

Dimensions: 

Length: 464.43 meters 

Width: 316.67 meters 

Height: 87.43 meters 

Mass: 3,055,000 metric tons 

 

Specifications 

Decks: 26 

Crew: 500 

Speed: 

Maximum speed: Warp 9.8  

Cruising speed: Warp 9.2 

 

Armaments:  

6 Type-X Phaser Arrays 

15 Torpedo Launchers 

Chain Reaction Pulsar Weapon 

 

 

 

Defences: 

Ablative Armor 

Deflector Shields 

 

Auxiliary craft: 

10 work bees 

40 fighters 

10 Federation shuttlecraft 

5 shuttlepods 
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Best Ranked Star Trek Couples 

 Odo and Kira from Deep Space 9: 

 This romance took a while to develop. Odo loved Kira a long time before he finally professed his feelings to her.  He 

had a hard time expressing his emotions, but their love and trust was built on a deep friendship and respect for each other.  

 Benjamine Sisko and Cassidy Yates: 

 Sisko took a while warming up to the idea of becoming involved with someone else after losing his beloved wife to 

the Borg.  But when he met Freighter Captain Cassidy Yates, they fell in love. This was put to the test when he found out that she 

was trafficking supplies to the Maquis illegally. She had to spend time in prison, but they got back together after she was 

released.  

 Worf and K’ehleyr: 

 Worf and the half human half Klingon K’ehleyr dated during his academy years, but then ended their relationship. But 

she came aboard the Enterprise during 2365, and they renewed their relationship while she was on a mission as a Federation 

Emissary. He proposed but she declined.  

 Captain Kirk and Edith Keeler: 

 Edith Keeler was a social worker that Captain Kirk fell in love with during an episode where Spock and Captain Kirk 

chase a renegade Dr. McCoy through an alien time portal. Though it ended as a tragic love story due to it was determined that 

Edith Keeler had to die to preserve the time line.  

 Chief O’Brien and Keiko: 

 Another likeable couple from The Next Generation and well into the series Deep Space 9.  Both Series followed their 

story as they wed and later had children. It was Chief O’Brien’s unwavering love that saved Keiko from being possessed by an 

evil entity that tried to sabotage the space station.  

 Tom Paris and B’lanna Torres: 

 These two fell in love during the long Voyage when the crew was stranded in the Delta Quadrant.  Each was so 

different from the other that there were many complications. But as they welcomed their daughter Miral into the world their 

love grew even stronger.  

 Worf and Jadzia Dax: 

 Jadzia Dax was well versed in Klingon Rituals and Culture and made no secret of her feelings for Worf.  Their love 

grew stronger as they went on a mission aboard a Klingon Vessel to rescue a crew from the Jem Hadar and the Dominion. Their 

love for each other remained strong during the war with the Dominion and they were finally able to marry on a well-known 

episode of Deep Space 9.  

Happy Valentines Day to all! I hope you enjoyed this short list of Stra Trek Romances. These are just a few. There are many, 

many more but our column space is too short to list them all. Until next time, I hope you have a great month.  
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You Are Still Cordially Invited… 
https://www.startrek.com/article/you-are-still-cordially-invited 

     Star Trek has been the host to many 
love affairs, marriages and relationships. 
Kirk shared too many to mention, Spock too 
few, and Scotty had a singular love of the 
U.S.S. Enterprise (and a good scotch). We 
saw Picard fall for Vash; Riker and Troi 
spend years winding their way to marriage; 
Keiko and O’Brien experience both ups and 
downs; and Tom Paris and B'Elanna Torres 
figure it out in the Delta Quadrant. 

 

     But no relationship was quite as unique 
as that of Commander Worf and Lieutenant 
Commander Jadzia Dax. Immediately 
attracted to each other, Jadzia used her 
hard-earned knowledge of the Klingon ways 
to break down the implacable Worf, and 
soon they were embarking upon an ever-
growing relationship that led to the seventh 
episode of Star Trek: Deep Space Nine’s 
penultimate season, “You Are Cordially 
Invited...” 

 

     The episode launched with a traditional 
Captain’s Log: 

“Captain's Personal Log, Stardate 51247.5. 
It's been a week since our return to Deep 
Space 9, but the mood of celebration 
continues. We're still at war, and the 
station has been designated headquarters 
for the Ninth Fleet. That, plus our strategic 
position guarding the wormhole, makes DS9 
one of the most tempting targets in the 
entire Quadrant. But for now at least, the 
war seems very far away." 

 

     As the Federation returned to DS9, life 
aboard the station attempted to regain 
some semblance of normality. Sisko was 
pleased to be back, working once again with 
Major Kira and General Martok, freshly 
appointed as the Supreme Commander of 
the Ninth Fleet (and all the paperwork that 
comes with it). 

 

     Meanwhile, Commanders Worf and 
Jadzia Dax continued to prepare for their 
long-awaited wedding. Dax agreed to 
undergo the traditional evaluation by the 
mistress of the house she was due to join. 
General Martok’s wife, Sirella, made it clear, 

much to Jadzia’s surprise, that she fell far 
short of her expectations and would fail to 
find favor with the matriarch. Worf 
attempted to intercede, asking Martok to 
help, but the General refused, instead 
agreeing to take part in the Kal'Hyah, a 
Klingon bachelor party. Filled with blood-
letting, ceremony, torture and fasting, the 
“party” is far from the rousing, raucous 
event O’Brien, Bashir, Sisko and Alexander 
anticipated. 

 

     Dax is having her own trials to contend 
with as Sirella continued to make it clear 
that she believed there was no place within 
the House of Martok for someone like 
Jadzia. Dax continued to grit her teeth and 
endure, telling the story of the Second 
Dynasty and how one of Sirella’s ancestors 
was in fact the emperor’s concubine. Sirella 
was less than impressed at that revelation. 

 

     Later, Dax threw her own pre-wedding 
party, a lively event with fire-eaters, 
drinking and dancing. Sirella arrived, 
ordering Dax to leave the party and come 
with her to take the Bre'Nan ritual. Jadzia 
refused, and after a brief scuffle with 
Sirella, the party continued until the early 
hours. Half-asleep, Dax is angry when Worf 
asked that she go and apologize to Sirella, 
and sadly agreed with the matriarch – if 

Jadzia had such low regard for Klingon 
tradition, perhaps the wedding was a bad 
idea. 

 

     Martok tracked down Worf to the 
Defiant, brooding in his quarters, and tries 
to convince him to reconsider his decision 
to cancel the wedding. While Worf and Dax 
were clearly from very different worlds, 
with vastly different opinions and views on 
life, they complemented each other 
perfectly. Honor and glory are nothing 
without someone to share it with. 

 

     Sisko finds Dax in a furious mood, 
angrily rearranging her quarters. She is 
annoyed that she's required to grovel to 
Sirella, given her long service and her 
former role as Federation ambassador to 
the Klingons. Sisko reminds her that it was 
Dax, not Jadzia, who accomplished those 
things, and urges her to reconsider and 
apologize. Jadzia realizes he is right. 

 

The ceremony went ahead, as Worf and Dax 
united and vowed to stand together against 
all enemies who might oppose them. 

 

    Of course, viewers watching know that 
their time together was to be short-lived. 
Jadzia, the 8th host of the 356-year-old 
Dax symbiont, would lose her life at the 
conclusion of the sixth season in “Tears of 
the Prophets,” bringing her marriage to 
Worf to an abrupt, tragic end. Even knowing 
this, fans should be grateful that we were 
able to celebrate Worf and Dax in this way. 
Perhaps Lady Sirella, with her peace made 
with Jadzia and officiating their wedding as 
Mistress of the House of Martok, said it 
best: 

 

"To this very day, no one can oppose the 
beating of two Klingon hearts... Not even 
me." 
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     February is the month that love is in the air. So I was trying to come up with an article that reflected that thought and then it 

an idea came to me. When Angela and I got married in 2011, we found a wonderful book called "The Five Languages of Love: The 

Secret to Love That Lasts" written by Dr. Gary Chapman. It is a book that explains how we communicate love to those around us. 

So I began my search for the basic information that the book provided and found the following article "What Are the Five Love 

Languages?" by Dr. Chapman at https://www.marriagetrac.com/what-are-the-five-love-languages: 

     “Every married person I know would like to live with a happy spouse.  When we got married, we intended to make each other 

happy, and we hoped that they would reciprocate.  Many spouses feel that they have sincerely tried, but have been unsuccessful, 

and they don’t know what else to do.  Some blame their spouse, and others blame themselves. 

     It’s my conviction that happiness is the by-product of feeling loved.  When we were dating and in that euphoric state 

commonly referred to as “being in Love,” we were both happy.  In fact, one husband told me, “I was happier than I have ever 

been in my life.” It is this sense of extreme happiness that led us to get married.  We wanted to be this happy the rest of our 

lives. Unfortunately, all research indicates that the “in love” experience is temporary. 

     If emotional love is to remain alive, it must be nurtured. Different people with different personalities express love in different 

ways. These ways of expressing and receiving love are called love languages —there are five, and every individual has one they 

prefer above the others. It is their primary love language. 

     These five love languages are: 

 WORD OF AFFIRMATION:  

     Actions don’t always speak louder than words. If this is your love language, unsolicited compliments mean the world to you. 

Hearing the words, “I love you,” are important—hearing the reasons behind that love sends your spirits skyward. Insults can 

leave you shattered and are not easily forgotten. You thrive on hearing kind and encouraging words that build you up. 

 ACTS OF SERVICE: 

     Can helping with homework really be an expression of love? Absolutely! Anything you do to ease the burden of responsibilities 

weighing on an “Acts of Service” person will speak volumes. The words he or she most wants to hear: “Let me do that for you.” 

Laziness, broken commitments, and making more work for them tell speakers of this language their feelings don’t matter. When 

others serve you out of love (and not obligation), you feel truly valued and loved. 

 RECEIVING GIFTS: 

     Don’t mistake this love language for materialism; the receiver of gifts thrives on the love, thoughtfulness, and effort behind 

the gift. If you speak this language, the perfect gift or gesture shows that you are known, you are cared for, and you are prized 

above whatever was sacrificed to bring the gift to you. A missed birthday or a hasty, thoughtless gift would be disastrous—so 

would the absence of everyday gestures. Gifts are heartfelt symbols to you of someone else’s love and affection for you. 

 QUALITY TIME: 

     In Quality Time, nothing says, “I love you” like full, undivided attention. Being there for this type of person is critical, but really 

being there—with the TV off, fork and knife down, and all chores and tasks on standby—makes you feel truly special and loved. 

Distractions, postponed activities, or the failure to listen can be especially hurtful. Whether it’s spending uninterrupted time 

talking with someone else or doing activities together, you deepen your connection with others through sharing time. 

 PHYSICAL TOUCH: 

     A person whose primary language is Physical Touch is, not surprisingly, very touchy. Hugs, pats on the back, and thoughtful 

touches on the arm—they can all be ways to show excitement, concern, care, and love. Physical presence and accessibility are 

crucial, while neglect or abuse can be unforgivable and destructive. Appropriate and timely touches communicate warmth, 

safety, and love to you.” 

Happy Valentine’s Day 

SCIENCES 

 

 

 

https://www.marriagetrac.com/what-are-the-five-love-languages


 

 9 

 



 

 10 

MEDICAL 

 

 

History of Valentine’s Day 

 

         

As you all know, Valentine’s Day just recently passed by. Have you ever wondered 

where this romantic holiday originated from?  There are several legends regarding 

the origin of the holiday.   

       One such legend involves the imprisonment of a Catholic priest who defied 

orders from Emperor Claudius II.  According to the legend, the priest continued to 

perform weddings for young people in secret when Emperor Claudius II outlawed 

marriages.  Another legend stems from a story about an imprisoned man named 

Valentine who aided Christians who were imprisoned in Roman jails escape. 

According to the legend, the day before Valentine was killed, he sent a letter to the 

jailer’s daughter, whom he had fallen in love with. The letter was signed “from 

your Valentine.” 

       Another belief is that celebration of Valentine’s Day is based upon the 

celebration of the ancient Roman festival of Lupercalia, the Roman god of 

agriculture.  It is believed that the priest would sacrifice animals for purification 

and later in the day, the young women would place names in an urn.  The city’s 

bachelors would draw a female’s name from the urn . He would then be paired with 

the woman for a year.  This usually led to the man and women ultimately getting 

married.    
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Summary: 

Nicole Aunapu Mann was selected by 
NASA in June 2013. She launched to the 
International Space Station as commander 
of NASA’s SpaceX Crew-5 mission 
aboard the SpaceX Crew Dragon 
spacecraft on October 5, 2022. 

 

The California native holds a Bachelor of 
Science in Mechanical Engineering and a 
Master of Science in Mechanical 
Engineering. Mann is a Colonel in the 
U.S. Marine Corps and served as a test 
pilot in the F/A-18 Hornet and Super 
Hornet. She deployed twice aboard 
aircraft carriers in support of combat 
operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

 

She is the first indigenous woman from 
NASA to go to space. She is registered 
with the Wailacki of the Round Valley 
Indian Tribes.  

 

Personal Data: 

She was born in Petaluma, California and 
married to Travis R. Mann. They are 
proud parents of a son and live in 
Houston, TX. Mann is Native American 
and registered with the Wailacki of the 
Round Valley Indian Tribes. 

 

Education: 

Graduated from Rancho Cotate High 
School, Rohnert Park, California, in 
1995.  Earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Mechanical Engineering from the United 
States Naval Academy in 1999.  Earned a 
Master of Science in Mechanical 
Engineering with a specialty in Fluid 
Mechanics from Stanford University in 
2001. 

 

Experience: 

Mann was commissioned as a Second 
Lieutenant in the United States Marine 
Corps in 1999. Following graduate 
school, she completed The Basic School 
(TBS) in Quantico, Virginia and reported 
to Naval Air Station (NAS) Pensacola, 
Florida, for flight training in 2001. She 

earned her wings of gold as a Naval 
Aviator in 2003 and reported to VFA-106 
for fleet training in the F/A-18C. She 
began her operational flying career in 
2004 with the Thunderbolts of VMFA-
251 based out of Beaufort, South 
Carolina. During this assignment, she 
deployed twice with CVW-1 aboard the 
USS ENTERPRISE (CVN-65) and flew 
combat missions in support of Operations 
IRAQI FREEDOM and ENDURING 
FREEDOM. Upon return from her second 
deployment, Mann reported to the United 
States Naval Test Pilot School, Class 135, 
at NAS Patuxent River, Maryland. In 
June 2009, she began her Developmental 
Test tour at Air Test and Evaluation 
Squadron TWO THREE (VX-23) as an F/
A-18 Test Pilot/Project Officer. While at 
VX-23, Mann executed a variety of flight 
tests, including loads envelope expansion, 
flying qualities, carrier suitability and 
ordnance separation in the F/A-18A-F. In 
the spring of 2011, Mann assumed duties 
as the VX-23 Operations Officer. In July 
2012, Mann was assigned to PMA-281 as 
the Joint Mission Planning System - 
Expeditionary (JMPS-E) Integrated 
Product Team (IPT) Lead when she was 
selected as an astronaut candidate. She 
has accumulated more than 2,500 flight 
hours in 25 types of aircraft, 200 carrier 

arrestments and 47 combat missions in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

 

NASA Experience: 

Mann was selected in June 2013 as one of 
eight members of the 21st NASA 
astronaut class. Her astronaut candidate 
training included intensive instruction in 
International Space Station systems, 
spacewalks, Russian language training, 
robotics, physiological training, T-38 
flight training, and water and wilderness 
survival training. She completed 
astronaut candidate training in July 2015. 
She has served as the T-38 Safety and 
Training Officer and as the Assistant to 
the Chief Astronaut for Exploration 
where she led the astronaut corps in the 
development of the Orion spacecraft, 
Space Launch System, and Exploration 
Ground Systems for missions to the 
Moon. She launched to the International 
Space Station as commander of NASA’s 
SpaceX Crew-5 mission aboard the 
SpaceX Crew Dragon spacecraft on 
October 5, 2022. 

 

Awards/Honors: 

Awarded two Air Medals, two Navy and 
Marine Corps Commendation Medals, 
two Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medals and various unit 
commendations. Trident Scholar, 
Academic All-American (soccer), 
Distinguished Graduate - U.S. Naval 
Academy, Honor Graduate - U.S. Naval 
Test Pilot School Class 135, Leroy 
Grumman “Best Paper” Award - East 
Coast Society of Experimental Test Pilots 
Symposium, NASA 2015 Stephen D. 
Thorne Safety Award, 2017 Jerry 
Yeagley Award for Exceptional Personal 
Achievement and was inducted into the 
Academic All-American Hall of Fame. 

 

Organizations: 

Society of Experimental Test Pilots, 
Tailhook Association, U.S. Naval Test 
Pilot School Alumni Association, United 
States Naval Academy Alumni 
Association. 
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Q-SQUARED 
by 

Peter David 
http://deepspacespines.com/2020/06/26/137-q-squared 

        Q-Squared begins in Track A, a 
somewhat different timeline than we’re 
used to. Here, Jack Crusher is captain of 
the Enterprise-D, and Jean-Luc Picard is 
his first officer. They’re en route to 
Farpoint Station to pick up some 
medical staff: a new CMO, Beverly 
Howard (Jack’s ex-wife), and her head 
nurse, the extremely not-blind Geordi 
La Forge. Picard makes a generous if 
not entirely altruistic offer to mitigate 
any awkwardness between Jack and 
Beverly by handling the day-to-day 
business with the doctor. But word 
comes through that Will Riker, a 
Starfleet officer thought dead after 
seven years MIA, has been found alive 
and near-feral. The Enterprise reroutes 
from Farpoint to get him, but is waylaid 
by a familiar space fence—this one 
erected not by Q, but by another 
member of the Continuum: Trelane, the 
Squire of Gothos.  
        Track B is the one we know and 
love. The Enterprise is hosting a 
temporal phenomenon researcher, 
Andrea Martinez, who raises an 
excellent question: why and how do 
weird timey-wimey things happen 
disproportionately to the Enterprise? 
The query is posited as they make their 
way to another such anomaly, the 
Ompet Oddity. And as surely as the sun 
rises in the east and sets in the west, the 
outing there immediately proves 
eventful: Trelane appears there as well, 
proclaiming that he created not only the 
Ompet Oddity but all the other temporal 
anomalies they’ve come across as well, 
curious to see how they’d extricate 
themselves each time. Trelane is 
accompanied and overseen in this time 
track by Q, who is mentoring him in the 
more mind-blowing aspects of Q-dom 
in a vaguely godparent-ish capacity. 
        When Trelane gets into it with 
Guinan, Q takes him outside onto the 
saucer section and gives him a caustic 
tongue-lashing, then is troubled when it 
occurs to him that he doesn’t know why 
he did it. Deanna recommends letting 
Trelane hang out with the kids in Mrs. 

Claire’s class, since Trelane is himself 
essentially a child. All goes well enough 
until a couple of security guards are 
attacked by Winnie-the-Pooh. (It makes 
sense in context.) Picard proves no more 
patient than Q, and Q suggests that 
maybe a little dressing down by an 
inferior being might not be the worst 
thing for Trelane, the child vanishes in a 
huff. 
        Nursing his bruised ego in his 
quarters, Trelane is pulled through the 
mirror by his reflection, a much darker 
version of himself who plays far more 
dangerous games. The Trelane of Track 
A has tapped into the core of chaos at 
the center of the multiverse called the 
Heart of the Storm, and from it has 
gained immense power—at the expense 
of his sanity. Q barely has time to 
explain what the multiverse is to the 
Track A crew before Trelane 
discorporates him into free-floating 
atoms and closes the rest of the 
Continuum off from his all-out assault 
on reality. Naturally, it’s up to the crew 
of the Enterprise-D-B to stop the mad 
lad before he can irreversibly damage 

reality by smashing timelines together 
like action figures. 
        Given that they debuted in such 
close proximity, it’s natural to suppose 
that Q-Squared and All Good 
Things… should be paired up as a 
double feature. But an even more apt 
partner would be Diane Duane’s Dark 
Mirror. Both of them take a concept 
from the Original Series and extrapolate 
it to a conclusion that is both logical and 
absolutely terrifying. Headcanoning 
Trelane as a member of the Q 
Continuum is a move so obvious yet so 
perfect that it’s hard to believe no one 
made good on it before this. Then again, 
Peter David has such a firm 
understanding of the Q mindset that it 
sometimes feels as though there was 
some kind of unspoken agreement that 
only he should write the characters. 
        Considering how excellent Q-
Squared is, maybe that wouldn’t have 
been such a bad idea. Much like Trelane 
after he taps into the Heart of the Storm, 
Peter David is at the absolute height of 
his powers here. While I’ve made no 
secret of the fact that I’ve cooled some 
toward TNG in recent years, reality 
benders are one type of episode I think 
it does best out of all the series. And 
there’s no one more suited to playing 
with reality in the print realm than 
David. This book hits every beat the 
way it intends to, showcasing crack 
comic timing, terrifying turns of mood, 
and even expertly accumulated (and 
released) sexual tension. There was 
never a moment where I wasn’t 
thoroughly riveted. 
        For once, I can’t think of a single 
thing I could have asked for a book to 
do better. My notes are completely 
unhelpful, which generally is a sign that 
I gave up on them early on and allowed 
myself to become totally absorbed in 
simple, joyous, uncritical reading. In 
one sense, that doesn’t make for much 
of a review. But, viewed another way, it 
might be the most informative review of 
all. 

BIBLIOTHECA 

DATABASE 

http://deepspacespines.com/2020/03/20/123-dark-mirror/
http://deepspacespines.com/2020/03/20/123-dark-mirror/
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LIEUTENNAT JEFF CRUMPLEY 

SENIOR CHIEF OFFICER 

ENGINEERING SECURITY 

LIEUTENNAT BRYAN BUCKNER 

SENIOR CHIEF OFFICER 

    Greetings from the Engineering Department.  In 

my last article I mentioned that I was going to 

resume my work on the newly named shuttle, 

the Tanasi NX-01A.  Of course, nothing works out 

like it supposed to.  Got tied up helping family 

and neighbors with vehicle troubles.  So I have  

got set back with the schedule about a week and 

a half. I am hoping that I can get started this 

week. Remember to keep a check with the 

Engineering Department section for updates on 

the shuttle and the robot RA.  

      Special thanks to Ben, Angela and all the 

others that contribute to the newsletter and very 

special thanks to Anthony for taking the time and 

care to put it together! 

   Live Long and prosper and may the Force be 

with you all! 

It's been a rough couple of weeks since I had 

kidney surgery for the 3rd time and recovered 

from it. I have been learning to play Magic the 

Gathering and still have a lot to learn. Also my 

son is now 14 months ago and growing and 

being a father is the best experience I've ever 

had. Everyone take care.  

LIEUTENNAT (JG) HEATHER CRUMPLEY 

CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER 

Skywarn Storm Spotter 

   A great way to be prepared for severe 

weather. Becoming a storm spotter will be an 

awesome way to not only learn more about 

severe weather but to be trained on spotting 

storms that will warn others of approaching 

storms and can save lives. check the website: 

weather.gov    It is called Skywarn Storm 

Spotter Program. Classes are free and held at 

various locations in various communities. What 

a great learning opportunity and adventure.  
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USS ADVENT 

NCC 1787 

"Of Ice and Men" 
by 

Zack Barnes 

 

Captain’s log: star date:8174.44 

Icarus Daystar, Commading Officer, USS Advent 

       The crew and I were attending 

a launch party for the Uss Advent 

for it's first mission, which was 

supposed to be a routine cruise but 

was cut short when Admiral Kirk 

arrived at the party. 

       Admiral Kirk informed us of 

the missing shuttle crewof the 

Obsidian VI, an asteroid space 

station in the Muratas sector. 

Recently they had been conducting 

surveillance on the snow planet 

Borath III and found a ship under 

the ice that resembled the USS 

venture, lost in space 2 years ago. 

A shuttle crew was sent down to 

explore the ship. They set up a 

transporter above ground to beam 

into the ship's transporter, which 

took them several hours. After 

that, Obsidian 6 never heard back 

from the crew. 

      Admiral Kirk informed us he 

had already conducted an early 

inspection and that we were clear 

to head out. Once on board, 

navigator Malcolm plotted a 

course to the Muratas sector. 

      Once we reached space station 

Obsidian VI, I spoke with 

Constable Tarnak through the 

viewscreen.He informed us that 

the shuttle had a rough landing on 

the planetand had been damaged. 

They were planning on beaming 

them back aboard the space station 

once they had further conducted an 

investigation of the planet, but 

they never heard back from them 

after they had begun to set up the 

transporter. 

      Shortly after that conversation, 

We headed down to Borath III in a 

shuttle of our own with medical 

supplies in case of any wounded 

survivors. I was accompanied by 

Dr. Joanne Boyce, Mister 

Malcolm, Ensign Taylor,and 

Mister T'kel. 

      We landed near the Obsidian 

shuttle and began to examine it. 

The hatch had been severely 

compromised either by a rough 

landing or some kind of attack. 

After prying the hatch open we 

found a ravaged body. Dr. Boyce 

confirmed it was indeed an animal 

attack due to the lacerations on his 

face and body. Ensign Taylor 

found a damaged tricorder and I 

had Doctor Boyce begin trying to 

export data from it. 

        We began searching for the 

transporter. During the search, Mr. 

Malcolm tripped over what seemed 
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USS ADVENT 

NCC 1787 

like a gravestone.There were 

several of them. His leg was only 

bleeding from a minor scrape. 

      We then heard a banshee wail, 

that of a giant abominable creature. 

We ran as fast as we could to the 

transporter, as it was nottoo far 

from their shuttle. We hear phaser 

shots and the silence of the 

Banshee.  

         In walks a young woman by 

the name of Amanda Reece who 

was part of the shuttle crew of 

Obsidian VI.We beamed down 

with her into the frozen ship 

below. She explained that the 

creature that was chasing us was 

called a Ngavyaw in it's original 

form. A creature in which the 

Klingons had done inter-species 

breeding in captivitywith certain 

dog-like creatures to create a 

smaller version of it to be used as a 

guard dog. They're now found on 

such harsh planets as Rura Penthe.  

      After that, I asked what 

happened to her crew, and she told 

us that they were all killed by the 

Ngavyaw after crewman Daniels 

had hit his headon the hatch after 

going back for some tools. She 

saidthat he only bled slightly but 

the creatures could smell itfrom 

miles away. Then I asked where 

we were. She explained that we 

were in fact on board the USS 

Venture and that threeof the 

original crew members of the USS 

Venture were still alive. 

      She then takes us to the crew. 

The leader of them was a man by 

the name of Nicolas Davenport, 

the navigator for the Venture. He 

told us the Venture had been 

assigned to explore the Muratas 

sector. He had said the venture was 

attacked by a ship of escaped 

convicts from Tantalus V, a penal 

colony also located in the Muratas 

sector. They destroyed the ship but 

their warp core was damaged 

pretty badly so they came to 

Baroth III for the Dilithium that 

existed on the planet in hopes of 

fixing the warp core.  

      They thought they had landed 

on a solid snow-covered surface 

but in fact, landed on a snow-

covered lake and sank but not too 

far. They were still able to escape 

to the surface where they hunted 

for rabbit-like creatures. Through 

the madness of hunger, Some tried 

the fruit of the planet without 

proper inspection and died. Many 

were buried outside, even their 

captain. They were the last three of 

the crew. I assigned ensign 

Taylor to help them gather their 

things while we explored the 

ship a bit more. I was friends 

with Captain Perez. 

      To land on a planet without 

making sure the ground was 

solid and safe was an amateur 

move and Perez was no 

amateur. Something wasn't 

adding up. Dr. Boyce was able 

to retrieve a message from the 

recorder. A voice yelling: The 

ship is not operational!? I have 

no use for you!(phaser fires) 
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      We started scanning the ship 

and found life signs behind one 

door which was in fact the brig. It 

was locked of course, but we 

forced it open with phasers. Once 

opened we found two men barely 

alive. A man by the name of 

Bailey Gallager, a science officer 

of the USS venture, and another 

man by the name of Kerrian Elliot, 

part of the shuttle crew of Obsidian 

VI. Gallager said that Davenport 

and his men were escaped convicts 

from Tantalus V.  The Venture had 

received a distress call from Thelia 

II in the Muratas sector. They went 

down to explore the distress call. 

      The people told the same story 

that Davenport told us about being 

attacked by convicts from Tantalus 

V knowing that they themselves 

were the escapees. They beamed a 

few of them aboard the ship and 

they soon took over the transporter 

room and began beaming more 

aboard and eventually took over 

the ship. Those they didn't kill they 

kept as prisoners.  

      While traveling through the 

Muratas sector they encountered a 

terrible asteroid field that damaged 

their warp core so they landed on 

Borath III, a planet known for 

Dilithium. Upon landing, they sank 

through the ice. They used the 

crew of the Venture to hunt for 

them after the replicators went dry. 

Most died of harsh conditions and 

Ngavyaw attacks. 

      Then Kerrian started coming 

around and told us that Amanda 

Reese was lying. They said they 

wouldn't kill her if she hunted for 

them and stayed loyal. We then 

heard a scream. It was Amanda 

Reese standing over the dead body 

of my crewman Ensign Taylor. 

She said she tried to stop them but 

it was too late. She told us they had 

gone up to take our shuttle. 

We headed above ground to stop 

them, hiding behind rock 

formations and firing our phasers. 

Soon Amanda Reese arrived above 

ground. We thought she had come 

to help but instead held Malcolm at 

phaser point and said to cease fire 

or else she would kill him. 

     She headed to the shuttle with 

Tantalus V convicts. They were 

proud to have her on board until 

they noticed Amanda's hand was 

Bleeding. "What have you done!?" 

Davenport shouted! Amanda 

replied,"Something I should have 

done before." 

        We hear the wails of the 

Ngavyaw. Davenport vaporizes 

Amanda with his phaser but her 

blood had dripped on the shuttle 

floor. They started the shuttle up to 

lift off. While just leaving the 

ground the Ngvyaw grabbed the 

shuttle and forced it to the ground, 

exploding the ship and killing the 

crew and itself. We beamed back 

aboard with the two Survivors and 

headed back to starbase nine. 

USS ADVENT 

NCC 1787 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  

 

 1 

First Venusian  

Soil Analysis 

2 

 

 

3 

 

4 

Watch Party 

5 

Voyager 1 Arrived at 
Jupiter 

 

Matt Lucas 

Birthday 

  

6 

Pathfinder 

7 

 

8 9 

Construction of  

Babylon 5 is completed. 

10 11 

Watch Party 

 

Alex Kingston's  

Birthday 

 

John Barrowman's 
Birthday 

12 

 

13 

Annabeth Gish's  

Birthday 

 

Bennu Online Meeting 

14 

First U.S. Space  

Station Launched  

 

15 

 

 

16 

Gemini VIII Launch and 
First Docking of  

Spacecraft in Orbit 

 

Robert Goddard's  First 
Liquid Fuel Rocket 
Launch (1926) 

 

 

17 

 

18 

Watch Party 

 

First Spacewalk by 
Soviet Cosmonaut 
Alexei Leonov (1965) 

 

Paul Goddard's  

Birthday 

 

Richard Biggs's  

Birthday 

19 

Farscape Anniversary 

 

 

20 

Freema Agyeman's 
Birthday 

 

Pathfinder 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

Watch Party 

26 

Ed Wasser's Birthday  

 

27 

Pathfinder 

28 29 30 31  

MARCH EVENTS AND HAPPENINGS 
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Ingredients: 

 

 2 tablespoons olive oil 

 2 tablespoons lemon juice 

 2 tablespoons water or white wine 

 1 package McCormick® Garlic Butter Shrimp Scampi 

 1 pound medium shrimp, peeled and deveined, leaving tails on 

 2 cups small broccoli florets 

 1 cup cherry tomatoes, halved 

Instructions 

 

 Preheat oven to 400°F. Mix oil, lemon juice, water and 
Seasoning Mix in large bowl until well blended. Reserve 2 
tablespoons of the marinade for the vegetables. Add 
shrimp to bowl with  remaining marinade; toss to coat 
well. Place shrimp on one side of large, shallow, foil-
lined baking pan sprayed with no stick cooking spray. 

 Place broccoli  and tomatoes in separate large bowl. 
Drizzle with reserved marinade. Place vegetables on 
other side of baking pan. 

 Bake 10 minutes or until shrimp turn pink and are cooked 
through. Toss shrimp and vegetables together before 
serving. 

TEN FORWARD DELIGHTS 

SAURIAN SHEET PAN SHRIMP SCAMPI 

Restaurant of the Month 

MYRTLE’S CHICKEN AND BEER 

13 Market Square  

Knoxville, TN 37902 

(865) 851-8833 

https://www.mccormick.com/spices-and-flavors/recipe-mixes/italian/garlic-butter-shrimp-scampi-seasoning-mix
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2023 Winter Wonderland Challenge 

          This three-month challenge, which runs from January 1 through March 31, will hopefully motivate you 

to get through the first quarter of the year with your resolutions intact and, more importantly, with 

improved cardio-vascular fitness. 

          It’s easy to participate! All you need is a smartphone with a step-tracking app (many are free to 

download from the Apple App Store or Google Play; many phones already have one installed; look for 

Fitness or Health in your apps). There are even fun step apps like Pikmin Bloom and Pokémon Go, if you’d 

like an extra twist to your step counting. No smartphone? No problem! A pedometer can be purchased at 

sports shops like Dick’s and at department stores like Target (or from Amazon) for a few dollars. If you have 

a FitBit, Apple Watch, or Garmin, you are all set! 

Each month will be broken down into four weeks: 

Week 1: the 1st through the 7th 

Week 2: the 8th through the 14th 

Week 3: the 15th through the 21st 

Week 4: the 22nd through the end of the month 

          All you need to do is move! You can walk, jog, run, skate, snowshoe, Nordic ski, dance, pace… just 

move your feet to move your body! You don’t need to run a 5K every day; just walk! Once your week has 

ended, report your total step count for that week to your chapter’s Chief Medical Officer (or to your SF 

Medical representative if there is no chapter CMO). Step totals must be turned in no later than two (2!) days 

following the end of each week to ASG@R1.SFI.ORG. 
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Mar 02, 1939 Barbara Luna TOS - Lt. Marlena Moreau 

Mar 02, 1949 Gates McFadden TNG -  Dr. Beverly Crusher 

Mar 02, 1986 Ethan Peck DSC- Spock 

Mar 03, 1920 James Doohan TOS/TNG - Montgomery Scott "Scotty" 

Mar 05, 1975 Jolene Black ENT -  T’Pol 

Mar 06, 1940 Joanna Miles TNG - Perrin (Sarek's wife) 

Mar 07, 1958 Donna Murphy INS - Anij 

Mar 07, 1966 Jonathan Del Arco TNG - "Hugh" Third of Five 

Mar 13, 1935 Leslie Parrish TOS - Lt. Carolyn Palamas 

Mar 17, 1915 Harry Basch TOS - Dr. Brown 

Mar 18, 1950 Brad Dourif VOY - Crewman Lon Suder 

Mar 19, 1923 Tige Andrews TOS - Kras 

Mar 19, 1969 Conner Trinneer  ENT-  Charles Trip 

Mar 20, 1948 John De Lancie TNG/VOY - Q 

Mar 21, 1921 Logan Ramsey TOS - Claudius Marcus 

Mar 21, 1985 Sonequa Martin-Green DSC -  Michael Burnham  

Mar 22, 1931 William Shatner TOS - Capt. James T. Kirk 

Mar 22, 1938 Michael Westmore TNG/DSN/VOY - Makeup Designer 

Mar 24, 1971 Tig Notaro DSC -  Engineer Denise "Jett" Reno 

Mar 25, 1939 D.C. Fontana TOS - Story Editor 

Mar 26, 1931 Leonard Nimoy TOS/TNG - Spock 

Mar 26, 1939 Phillip R. Allen SFS - Capt. J.T. Esteban 

Mar 27, 1984 Jon Steuer TNG - Alexander Rozhenko 

Mar 28, 1932 Ron Soble TOS - Wyatt Earp 

Mar 29, 1959 Marina Sirtis TNG - Deanna Troi 

Mar 31, 1965 Jacqueline Kim GEN - Demora Sulu 

TREK BIRTHDAYS 
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    The center of “Black Panther: Wakanda Forever”—
the sequel to the hugely popular “Black Panther,” and a 
tribute to the late Chadwick Boseman—is sincere, even 
if the overall film feels manufactured. It begins with a 
funeral for the recently deceased King T'Challa. Shuri 
(Letitia Wright) and Queen Ramonda (Angela Bassett) 
are dressed in white, following the black coffin, whose 
top features a silver emblem of the Black Panther mask 
and the crossed arms of the Wakanda salute. Their 
mournful procession, winding through the kingdom, is 
contrasted with slow-motion tracking shots of dancers 
jubilantly dancing in memory of their fallen king. After 
the coffin arrives at a clearing, where it ceremoniously 
rises to the sky, we cut to an earnest, emotional mon-
tage of Boseman as T'Challa. The solemn, aching con-
tinuum of images soon forms the “Marvel Studios” 
logo, announcing that this is still a Marvel movie. And 
“Wakanda Forever” is all the worse for it.  

     What was the secret ingredient for the success of 
“Black Panther”? Similar to the resplendent, secluded 
African nation of Wakanda, “Black Panther” existed 
just outside of the Marvel Cinematic Universe. It most-
ly stood on its own without the crushing requirements 
felt by every other film: The humor existed between the 
characters, not as random references to another proper-
ty; the characters (with Andy Serkis as Ulysses Klaue 
as an exception) were particular to the story; the con-
cerns rarely drifted toward franchise building aspira-
tions. 

     But writer/director Ryan Coogler and his co-writer 
Joe Robert Cole don't possess the same kind of freedom 
with this melancholy sequel. Some limitations aren't 
within their control, such as the tragic death of Bose-
man. Others feel like a capitulation to assimilate into a 
movie-making machine.  

     The hulking script is chock-full of ideas and themes. 
Rather than fighting their common enemy (white colo-
nists), two kingdoms helmed by people of color are 
pitted against each other (an idea that never thematical-
ly lands), and the film must delve into the cultural pain 
that still exists from the historical annihilation of Cen-
tral and South America’s Indigenous kingdoms. It must 
also contend with a bevy of other requirements: setting 
up the Marvel TV series “Ironheart” (in which 
Dominique Thorne will star), acknowledging The Snap, 
grieving Boseman’s death, and finding a new Black 
Panther. These competing interests are no less 
smoothed out by MCU’s blockbuster demands (that this 
must be a mainstream hit and usher in the next phase of 
the cinematic universe) and the weight of satiating 
Black folks who feel seen by the fantastical confirma-
tion of Black regalism. It’s too much for one movie. 
And you get the sense that this should’ve been two.      

     At nearly every turn, "Wakanda Forever" fails, 
starting with its setup. Colonist countries, now afraid of 
an African superpower, are scouring the world, from 
sea to sea, searching for vibranium (the metallic ore that 
powers the African kingdom). A young scientist named 
Riri (Thorne, treated as a plucky afterthought) plays a 
role in a search that leads mercenaries deep underwater 
where they encounter Namor/Kukulkan (a menacing 
and bold Tenoch Huerta), the king of Talokan, and his 

people, who are none too happy with the surface world. 
They want to destroy it. The godly Namor, his ears 
pointed to the sky, his winged feet fluttering, later 
surfaces in Wakanda. With water still dripping from his 
jade earrings and glimmering, vibranium-pearl-gold 
necklace, he approaches a still mournful Ramonda and 
a bitter Shuri with a threat masquerading as an alliance. 
His appearance causes Wakanda to turn to Everett Ross 
(Martin Freeman), which leads to other cameos and 
subplots that weigh down the entire film with franchise 
expectations.  

     What’s imperative to “Black Panther: Wakanda 
Forever” is the way Coogler centers righteous rage. 
Ramonda’s first big scene is her admonishing the Unit-
ed Nations for expecting her to share vibranium with 
the world, even as they try to steal the resource from 
her nation. Bassett, with a capital-A, acts in a sequence 
where her voice booms, her gaze is fixed and unforgiv-
ing, and the venom is felt. And yet, Shuri, who has 
buried herself in her lab, developing dangerous weap-
ons, feels worse. She wants to see the world burn. Their 
shared anger forces a spew of short-sighted decisions 
that lead to further escalations with Namor—who des-
perately angles to avenge his mother and his ancestors. 
The film attempts to position the trio as different stages 
of grief, but in trying to get viewers up to speed on the 
atrocities experienced by Namor, it becomes slow and 
overblown.  

     Maybe somewhere a way existed to connect these 
arcs. But that would require better visual storytelling 
than the movie offers. Far too often, the dialogue stays 
on the surface, either by providing reams of exposition, 
externalizing exactly what’s on the character’s mind or 
by trying to meld together the real-life loss felt by the 
actors with that of the characters. The latter certainly 
offers these performers a necessary chance to process 

their hurt on screen, but when did filmmakers forget 
how to show without telling? Why are contemporary 
blockbusters so enamored with holding the audience’s 
hand by providing every minute detail? At one point, 
after Namor explains his entire backstory, Shuri re-
sponds with, “Why are you telling me all of this?” It 
feels like a note Coogler gave to himself.   

     The shortcomings in dialogue and story, and how 
often “Black Panther: Wakanda Forever” bows to IP-
driven needs, would be easier to stomach if the visual 
components weren’t so creaky. The jittery fight se-
quences are too difficult to follow: inelegant composi-
tions blur into an incomprehensible sludge with every 
cut by editors Michael P. Shawver, Kelley Dixon, and 
Jennifer Lame. Admittedly, there were projection issues 
with my screening of the film, so I will refrain from 
totally dismissing the all-too-dark lighting, but the 
actual framing by cinematographer Autumn Durald 
Arkapaw, working with the film’s copious visual ef-
fects, lacks a sense of space anyways. Scenes of every-
day life in Wakanda—Black folks shopping, communi-
ties laughing and enjoying each other’s company—that 
once filled the viewer with joy feel artificial here. The 
vast landscapes of the nation, which once were filled 
with splendor, are now murky backgrounds. Some of 
that awe is recaptured when we see Talokan and its 
immense Mayan architecture and decorative wall paint-
ings. But you wish, much like “Black Panther,” that 
Namor was first given his movie where these scenes 
could breathe, and we could become as integrated into 
this kingdom as we became in Wakanda.  

     Ultimately, this film attempts to set up the future 
through Shuri. Wright is a talented actress with the 
ability to emotionally shoulder a movie when given 
good material. But she is constantly working against the 
script here. She fights past a cringe cameo; she fights 
past clunky jokes; she fights past an ending that feels all 
too neat. An assured and charismatic Winston Duke as 
M’Baku is there to help, and a misused Lupita Nyong'o 
as Nakia is there for assistance. Okoye, played by Danai 
Gurira, provides resilience. And new addition Michaela 
Coel (“I May Destroy You”) as Aneka, a quirky charac-
ter who tonally doesn’t work in this somber ensemble, 
is there for comic relief ... I guess? In any case, the 
collective front of these performers isn't enough to stem 
the tide of a movie that relies on shouting matches and 
broad visual and political metaphors that have been 
boiled down to their uncomplicated essence rather than 
their complex truths (which isn’t unlike Rihanna’s 
turgid soundtrack offering “Lift Me Up”).  

     A major sea battle ensues, new, ropey gadgets are 
employed, and loose ends are inarticulately tied. Anoth-
er montage dedicated to Boseman occurs, and while the 
film is messy, you’re relieved that it begins and ends on 
the right foot. That is, until the saccharine post-credit 
scene. I’m not sure what Coogler was thinking. He had 
more weight on him for this movie than any filmmaker 
deserves. But when this scene occurred, It’s one of the 
many instances where “Black Panther: Wakanda Forev-
er” might have its heart in the right place but is in the 
wrong mindset and the worst space—at the center of a 
contrived cinematic universe—to mourn on its own 

Creed III 

March 3rd 
Ghost Town 
March 10th 

Shazam! Fury of the Gods 

March 17th 

MARCH new releases 
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Where No Man  

Has Gone 

Before 
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Remember that   

article/column submissions 

get  you promotion points. 
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