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There is a 
place for you!!!!!

Join the USS Mountaineer
http://www.ussmountaineer.org

Welcome to Pet Fleet! Today we will look
at our next member. 

Meet Angel!

Angel is a Himalayan/Ragdoll mix, he
started out as one of the three stray cats
that our next door neighbor seemed to
have living outside. 

Angel is actually a name given to his mom
but at the time we didn’t realize that this
cat was not the same one we named
Angel it was her son.

Angel was named by Daphene Richard
who watched the cat sit on her porch and
would watch her inside, when she went
out to the porch it sit outside the cat who
was a feral cat by all means of the word
would come and sit beside mom.

She gave the cat the name Angel because
it watched out for her and was around her
and she felt the cat was perhaps her
daughter who had passed away years
before. 

Sadly we are not able to take in his mom
as well because of already having the
other three cats. 

Angel mama, she still waits on the porch
for Daphene to come back, sadly she has
been gone since 2020.

Angel is not a very vocal cat which is nor-
mal for the breed but he does have his
voice when he wants to.

He loves to cuddle and play with his other
brother and sister running around the
house or making toys out of paper or
whatever else he can find to play with.

A big fur baby!

It is time to Celebrate.

As of April 4, 2023 we will have reached
our goal to become a fully commission-
ing status. Our eleven founding mem-
bers will have some honors given to
them in the name of a patch, a certifi-
cate, and their name on the plague that
is going to be made to launch the ship.

What are the words we should learn from
the world that Gene envisioned? Are they
just words to some or are they more than
just a phrase to say? 

The basic definition of the words present-
ed above are:

Humanity-all human beings collectively;
the human race; humankind. 2. the quality
or condition of being human; human
nature. 3. the quality of being humane;
kindness; benevolence

Cooperation-an act or instance of working
or acting together for a common purpose
or benefit; joint action. more or less active
assistance from a person, organization,
etc.: We sought the cooperation of various
civic leaders. willingness to cooperate: to
indicate cooperation.

Determination -the act of deciding defi-
nitely and firmly. also : the result of such
an act of decision. : firm or fixed intention
to achieve a desired end. a woman of
great courage and determination. fierce
determination to succeed

Duty-something that one is expected or
required to do by moral or legal obligation.
the binding or obligatory force of some-
thing that is morally or legally right; moral
or legal obligation.

Friendship-a state of enduring affection,
esteem, intimacy, and trust between two
people. In all cultures, friendships are
important relationships throughout a per-
son's life span.

Loyalty-general term that signifies a per-
son's devotion or sentiment of attachment
to a particular object, which may be anoth-
er person or group of persons, an ideal, a
duty, or a cause.

Logic-The study of truths based complete-
ly on the meanings of the terms they con-
tain.” Logic is a process for making a con-
clusion and a tool you can use. The foun-
dation of a logical argument is its proposi-
tion, or statement. The proposition is either
accurate (true) or not accurate (false).
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Tara Speaks
I still have not found that bug that
Commander Richard has been speaking
about in the systems. 

\It was suggested to me that perhaps it
was a metaphor so I did some research
into old earthen metaphors and found out
that there one many references to debug-
ging a system which means “the process
of identifying and removing errors from
computer hardware or software.”

Still have a lot to learn about these type of
metaphor’s and the differences in each of
the crew members speech and usage of
certain phrases when things happen. 

I did find out from Zora that she has had to
learn these things as well. Guess it comes
with being a new life form in the world.

Spore
Humor

First Fleet Delta Sector Report
Delta Sector has been very quiet for this
time period. We continue to finish the final
shakedown steps are are looking forward
to our official launch coming up next
month. 

We still have at some point a meeting get
together with the Regional command staff.
No date has been given to us yet for this. 

Our ship is very to take her place as a ship
of the line. 

The Mountaineer is here to stay and we
will be here to keep you well aware of our
presents and we will here to remind you
that there are always different views of
things. 
We will be here to show you we mean
business!

News From the Commanders
It has been a very stressful time right now
for your CO and XO. They have been busy
dealing with ship matters, trying to make
sure that our final paperwork is done for our
April 4th final launch as a fully active ship of
the line, and dealing with the background
things that comes from HQ and from the
other sources. Also while dealing with
issues outside of the ship at the same time.
Sickness and other issues still do exist
even in this time period. While they are not
a major issue they do tend to take up the
time and attention of the Command Staff.
Such as the issue listed above with our
senior crew member.

Promotions and Awards
Mary Francen
BOCP - Commanding Officer Certification 
BOCP - Executive Officer Certification 
BOCP - Second Officer Certification 
BOCP - Chief Communications Officer Certification  

Stephen Richard
Boothby 0050 - Dennis Rayburn (50)
Boothby 0100 - Silver (100) 
Boothby 0150 - Gold (150) 
Boothby 0200 - Latinum (200)
*Note Boothy is given for completing a certain
number of classes with HONORS or DISTINC-
TION

Welcome New Crew!

No new crew this month

Birthdays
Susan Richard 3-22 (Posthumous)
Kara Barber 3-24
Michael Barber 3-31

Newsletter release dates updated
Engineering/Communications 1st of the
month
Mountaineer Comms Full ship 2nd Week
of the month

An Important Away Mission
One of the Crew of the USS Mountaineer
is prepping for a very important away mis-
sion.

This away mission is one of a personal
nature and not one that can be undertaken
lightly. As such Lieutenant Junior Grade
Jonathan Nelson who serves as our ship's
counselor is seeking others to help him ful-
fill this away mission which will have a
very profound impact on his life. 

The CO and XO of our ship wholehearted-
ly  support him and hope that you will help
him in his journey. We will let him speak
for himself.

“Hello, my name is Jonathan Nelson and I
am a full-time pastor of a small church in
Buffalo, West Virginia. I have been in min-
istry for 3 years and I am fully committed
to pastoral care and pulpit ministry. I have
the opportunity to take a 10-day pilgrimage
to Israel in July 2024. This trip will take me
all over the Holy Land to see and experi-
ence the locations that I have only ever
read about in the Bible. The trip will begin
in Ceasarea and finish in Jaffa. I will be
able to visit Mt. Caramel, Nazareth,
Bethlehem, Mount of Olives, as well as
spend 4 days in Jerusalem. I will even
have the chance to be baptized in the
Jordan River as well as sail across the
Sea of Galilee.

The trip itself is $3400 (lodging and food)
and I will also have to purchase air fair.

I have never used GO FundMe before and
I feel a little ashamed at asking for help for
strangers, but being a full-time ministry, I
have a limited income. My wife is a
teacher, so we live on a very fixed income.
If you choose to donate to my trip, I want
to thank you in advance for helping me
realize a dream that I have had for many
years. I also want to assure you that any
funds that are raised, however little or
much, will go directly to making this trip a
reality. It will not be used for gifts or other
living expenses. It will go directly to paying
for the trip and airfare.”

If you are interested in helping him on this
journey, you can donate to his GoFundMe
account using this link
https://gofund.me/3dfde2b2

We are very proud of our crew member for
undertaking such a journey and look for-
ward to reading all of his away reports and
seeing all of the pictures he takes. 
For many this type of trip is a once in a life
time event. 

We hope that you will support him in this
event!

Our Senior most in age crew member
Commander Keith Richard who has
served in many different fields throughout
his life time, he will be turning 81 in
September is being transferred from his
stateroom aboard ship to a new stateroom
in our full time care section where he will
receive full time care as he enjoys his final
time on our ship and his long life.
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Upcoming Events or meetings
These may or may not be ones we will
attend but they are ones we looking at to
see if we can get a group together. We
hope to get more going soon. Just
because we list something here does not
mean we WILL be attending only that we
are looking at this as a possible event.

July 7 to 9 2023
Shore Leave Convention 
Delta Hotels Baltimore in Hunt Valley,
Maryland

We are looking at other conventions as
well. More to be posted soon.

Monthly Status Report (MSR)
Feb 2023

CO: FCapt Mary Francen
XO: Cmdr Stephen Richard
Crew Count:11
Promotions: 

Events/activities:

2/3/2023- Working on commission release manual
updates.

2/4/2023- Putting together the final pieces for our
recruiting table event coming up on the 11th of
February.

2/8/2023 We never heard back from a venue about
putting up a recruiting table for a showing of ST2
and on stage from William Shatner. We had
emailed them in October 2022 about this. Would
have been a great time to recruit.

2/11/2023 D-Day. The day we did our first major
recruiting event. In told we did 9:30 till 4PM at this
event which lasted from 9:30 AM till 11:30 PM. We
had contact with many people who stopped by to
ask about us, some signed our log book, some
took flyers or business cards, our CO Fleet Captain
Mary Francen took part in a round table event for
the various fan clubs around the area. It was a
good QA. While she attended the round table our
XO Commander Stephen Richard manned the
table. We posted various live streams showing the
event both on our Facebook and to the R1 site.
had someone from the 501st who likes both Star
Trek and Star Wars bring a communicator and get
a picture with it while doing the Vulcan greeting.
We can coexist! We learned what works and what
we need to do better, which is great. Overall a
good Con full of games and Cosplay. and a gentle-
men walking around doing cupid cosplay in a tutu,
no shirt, no shoes, and a toy bow and arrow. This
con also had a charity event going on at the same
time. A auction and raffle to raise money for the
American Foundation for Suicide prevention. Which
raised $1,056. There was 245 paid attendees and
all the vendors, guests, staff, and events runners.

2/15/2023 - Club newsletter is ready for February
this will contain pictures of the event we did at the
Dual-con.com event for recruitment.

2/15/2023 XO Attended the R1 Eng RDC meeting
via zoom

2/22/2023 Sent a quote request over to a local ven-

Cooking In Space
This months cooking in space is one that
was mentioned by one of our friends in our
FaceBook group William Scott Blake. They
are a part of NASA history. 

Launch Beans 
A much-celebrated Kennedy Space Center
tradition began with STS-1.
About 400-500 bowls of beans are served
at the Launch Control Center.
About 400-500 bowls of beans are served
at the Launch Control Center. In this photo
from 1989, employees gather to help
themselves to the post-launch meal.
Image Credit: NASA
Shuttle Launch Director Mike Leinbach
cuts Shuttle Launch Director Pete
Nickolenko's tie
Shuttle Launch Director Mike Leinbach
cuts Pete Nickolenko's tie, marking
Nickolenko's first time serving as Shuttle
Launch Director on the STS-127 mission.
Image Credit: NASA/Kim Shiflett
After that first shuttle liftoff in April 1981,
launch controllers enjoyed beans and
cornbread as an immediate payoff for a
successful launch.
Former NASA Test Director Chief Norm
Carlson started the tradition with one small
crock pot of northern beans for his hungry
staff. (View the recipe below.)

The tradition grew in popularity and
Carlson turned the cooking over to
Kennedy's food-service contractor.

Hundreds of launch team members, man-
agers and dignitaries would swarm the
Launch Control Center lobby after each
space shuttle liftoff, dipping into twelve 18-
quart cookers brimming with beans.

This popular tradition wafted the aroma of
launch success through air ducts, into the
elevators, out the automatic doors and into
the parking lot.

Successful Launch Beans
Courtesy of Norm Carlson, former NASA
Test Director Chief

Put 6 lbs. of dried great northern beans in
an 18-quart electric cooker.
Cut 10 lbs. of smoked ham into cubes.
Add ham and ham bones to beans.
Add 1/2 shaker of lemon pepper.
Add 3 lbs. chopped onions.
Add 2 stalks chopped celery.
Add 1 tsp. liquid smoke.
Cover with water and cook for at least 8
hours.
Enjoy!

https://www.nasa.gov/content/beans-a-
launch-tradition/

About 400-500 bowls of beans are served at the Launch
Control Center. In this photo from 1989, employees gath-
er to help themselves to the post-launch meal.

Image Credit: NASA

If you want to write an article for our news
letter please reach out to us @ 
ussmountaineer@gmail.com

We can let you know the deadlines and
other info you may need for this. 

Topics can be anything Sci-Fi, science,
humanitarian, or even sci-fi short stories,
roleplay scenarios, or even your own
character bio rather fact or fictional char-
acters.

dor to get a commission plaque made for our ship.
Trying to support our local businesses as much as
possible

2/24/2023 XO attended the 1st BDE SFMC
Meeting as the 130th MSG OIC.

02/26/2023 SFSO monthly report submitted

02/26/2023 Submitted Comms Report to R1
COMMS RDC

02/26/2023 Submitted Eng. Report to R1 ENG
RDC

Comments:

2/4/2023 - When are the new SFI things going to
be available at the QM, we WANT a SFI flag to
hang up for our recruiting table. Email to the QM
has said it is still in the works. Does someone have
an extra one that we can get one?

Star Trek and its images and references
are owned and copyrighted by Paramount.
We claim no ownership of any graphics
which include direct images that may be
seen in movies, tv, or ad publications.
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The Academy work for Feb
This month, the academy work our crew
completed is:

Mary Francen : 

IOAE - College of Communications 
COM 101 - Interspecies Interaction DISTINCTION

IOSTS - College of Starship Operations
(IOMS:COSO)
CSO-105 - Communications Operations HONORS
CSO-104 - Guidance and Navigation Operations
PASS

IOTK - STARFLEET Officers Radio School
(IOST:SORS)
SORS 101 - Radio in TOS PASS
SORS 102 - Radio in TAS  HONORS
SORS 103 - Radio in TNG HONORS
SORS 104 - Radio in DS9  PASS
SORS 105 - Radio in VOY  PASS

Stephen Richard : 

IOMOS - CSOS - College of SpecOps Specialties
OPS 133 CBRN Warfare & Special Operations,
Part 1 DISTINCTION
OPS 134 CBRN Warfare & Special Operations,
Part 2 DISTINCTION
OPS 135 CBRN Warfare & Special Operations,
Part 3 HONORS
OPS 136 CBRN Warfare & Special Operations,
Part 4  DISTINCTION

IOMOS - CSOU - College of SpecOps Units
RECON 103 - Weapons   HONORS
RECON 102 - Current Recon HONORS
RECON 104 - Equipment HONORS
RECON 105 - Training DISTINCTION
RECON 106 - LRSU Surveillance I HONORS

IPSS - College of Survival Studies (IOPFR:COSS)
PTS 113 - How to Build a fallout Shelter DISTINC-
TION

NCO Development (NCO)
SMFC NCO-100 Basic Development   PASS

Professional Development (PD)
SMFC PD-120  HONORS
SMFC PD-130   PASS
SMFC  PD-205   PASS

Support (SU)
SMFC SU-100 - Support Basic Course PASS

Andy Clifton : 

IOMA CSMP- College of Medical Personnel
CSMP 101a Phlox part 1  HONORS

What did the XO Take
As your XO I decided to take all 13 of the
Bridge Officer Certifications.  So I decided
I would list on each issue starting from the
bottom of the list and working up to show
you what classes were taken to get this
completed.

Along the way I will discuss what each job
is listed as being.

Chief Tactical Officer

Courses taken to get this will be listed
below and a brief example of what each
class is meant to be. After each class I will
list the grade I got for them.

The SFA Grading Scale, used for all SFA
exams, is as follows:
100 = Distinction
99-90 = Honors     
89-70 = Pass
So you know what it took to get them.
---------------------------------------------------------
OTS - Officer Training School 
Officer Training School (OTS) will help
members learn basic information about
STARFLEET.
Taken 8/24/2022 Grade: Pass
---------------------------------------------------------
OCC - Officer Command Course (OCC)
will expand the student's knowledge of
STARFLEET as an organization
Taken 8/27 Grade: Pass
--------------------------------------------------------
CSO 103 - Rescue and Evacuation
Operations
Taken 10/14/2022 Grade: Honors
---------------------------------------------------------
CSO 107 - Bridge Operations 
Taken 10/10/2022 Grade: Distinction
---------------------------------------------------------
COST 101 - Strategy and Tactics- Basics
Taken 10/14/2022 Grade: Distinction
---------------------------------------------------------
COST 102 - Strategy and Tactics-
Advanced
Taken 10/17/2022 Grade: Distinction
---------------------------------------------------------
SIT 101 - Eyes in the Skies
Taken 10/18/2022 Grade: Honors
--------------------------------------------------------:
SIT 105 - ID Technology 
Taken 10/18/2022 Grade: Honors
---------------------------------------------------------
SIT 107 - Threat Levels 
Taken 10/18/2022 Grade: Honors
---------------------------------------------------------
Tactical Officer Certification:
Awarded: 10-28-2022

Did you know??
Why do captains call ships she?

Another tradition is to consider ships as
female, referring to them as 'she'.
Although it may sound strange referring to
an inanimate object as 'she', this tradition
relates to the idea of a female figure such
as a mother or goddess guiding and pro-
tecting a ship and crew.

Tactical Sim
As the red alert sounds the ships crew
goes into hyper focus mode, tactical
reports that shields are full and weapons
are at standby. Further crew members
start to man other stations that are normal-
ly automated until a red alert is sounded.
Across the board departments check in
with our Com ops, declaring their systems
and status. All but the most critical of
Science projects are quickly put into shut-
down and safe mode. 
Our Engineering teams bring up all sys-
tems and confirm their readiness. Power
systems are constantly updated and moni-
tored. 
The Active Displacement Spore Drive is in
full standby mode should we need to jump
at a second's notice. And should those
systems fail, warp and other propulsion
systems are at full operating status.
A quick glance around the bridge and each
stations personal acknowledge their ready
status, as our CO Fleet Captain Mary
Francen comes to the bridge. 
Without even a seconds thought I move to
my own seat beside her, and she takes up
the captain's chair. 
Her words echo through the bridge even
over the sound of the alert and chatter of
the stations reporting their ready status.
The Captain makes a quick scan of her
chair console status before turning to me
"Report XO."
Clearing my throat and my emotions I start
to explain the current situation "Ma'am, a
very weird disturbance was detected and
upon review from TARA it was determined
that this was along the same lines as what
the Discovery encountered with Species
10C, However this sector has already
been cleared and Fleet has no issues in
the communications with them. This could
be a threat not related to Species 10C but
certainly within the same possible
advanced technology. Ship is at red alert
and all systems are manned and ready per
red alert status. All ships in the area have
been warned about this and are on alert
for the same occurrences around them."
"Very well XO" 
"Coms start broadcasting on hailing fre-
quencies, TARA continue to monitor all
data that your sensors are receiving.

Captain, your Yacht is ready!
In the Next Gen series of StarTrek it was
established that there existed what was
called the Captain’s Yacht, which was a
personal small shuttlecraft that was sesig-
nated for captain’s when they just needed
to get away. 

It was a long standing joke among of sup-
port Ship the USS Challenger that Adm.
Bob Vosseller had found a small foot pow-
ered paddle boat that we called the
Captains Dingy, and that was a dual pun
intended.

Doing a little fun research we found the
perfect Yacht for the CO of the USS
Mountaineer. This is Length 100’ X 33’ X
35’ Tall river barge with the most appropri-
ate name four our ship

“Mountaineer Star” 

Can not get any more perfect that this for
our CO, Flt Capt Mary Francen.
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1863rd SOU Report for Feb
Operative/Unit Monthly Activities
1. Stephen - TL has finished all ten basic training
level classes, Group leader has approved and sub-
mitted to be awarded.
2. Stephen -TL Advanced Training started.
a. Alpha – Omega Advanced training levels 1 & 2
are all completed, Will submit when Wayne is
ready.
b. Alpha Advanced Training 3 complete, waiting for
some certs to get back to me.
c. Beta Advanced training 3 is almost finished.
3. Working on a unit manual. *see issue #1*
4. Updated the SOU logo which is now on the web-
site.
5. Same logo was used during a recruitment event
Feb 11th.
6. Working on getting a SFSO flag and Unit Flag
7. Aerospace Specialist training started.
8. Assistant Team Leader has started working
through the Basic training.
9. Checked in with Group leader several times
throughout the month. 

Problems, Comments, or Suggestions
1. Would like to talk to someone who has a SOU
team manual so I can have some ideas about what
to investigate including, I have the basic start and
introduction started.
2. Noticed on the website for the Unit Listings that
the ship name is incorrect it says USS Mountianeer
- R1, The correct spelling should be USS
Mountaineer - R1
3. Would also like to add onto the name on the unit
list "Montes Semper" (Mountainmen Always)
4. Uniform question, As the Team Lead, I am also
the XO of the Mountaineer, we will soon have our
normal uniforms, if I wanted to get the ribbons to
have on the uniform do we have a place for those?
How does that work?
5. Waiting for the updated Communications
Specialist training form to be updated. To remove
outside of Academy classes for Amateur Radio that
requires payment to outside sources to take.
6. Stephen has had completed the SFMC
Aerospace courses except 301 Essay which is
starting on soon, do this count toward the SFSO
AE?
7. As noted, the Tavern the courses not currently in
QAM format within Institute of Military Operations &
Studies College of Special Operations Specialties
may not have physical certs available at this time. 

130th MSG Report for Feb
Our Reporting times for the MSG are
based upon every even month reporting
as such our next official report will not be
posted until April 1st which will cover the
time Period from Feb and March 2023

Myself as the OIC I am have been working
on the various training classes, and start-
ing to come up with our unit manual. 

Another project that I am working on is to
get the SFMC flag, and our unit flag creat-
ed for display at events.

As there are only two of us currently in the
Group we are not that active. But we are
looking for members and hope that if you
are interested in joining a Combat
Engineering group Marine Strike Force you
will consider joining us. 

1.Over the game is, yes!
2.From orbit be sure if we nuke the site
3. IQ drop suddenly away I was?
4. The airlock did I blow it out yes!
5. Into my eye you must look yes
6. Man you have ever been mistaken for?
7. Drill you know hmm sweethearts
8. Grinning you must stop as you drop
your linen.
9. Away from her you must Get
10. Bad not for a Jedi that is
11. Freezing this floor is
12. Queen is me inside must die

More Than Meets the Eye
I have discovered a well worthy cause
which is provided by a man with a mission. 

That mission is simple “Provide education
and awareness to the large problem of
Bullying in school” 

On Facebook if you search for “Optimus Is
Here” you will find this very import mission.

Meet the world's first and ONLY full-scale
replica of Optimus Prime from
Transformers: Age of Extinction! 

Assembled with legal permission from
Hasbro, we travel all over North America
and Canada to appear at family-friendly
events. We also deliver presentations at
elementary and intermediate schools,
encouraging students to rise up against
bullies! 

Discover our inspiring journey and inquire
about booking at >>
www.OptimusIsHere.com.  ROLL OUT!!!

Tactical I want full sensors and all tactical
data compared to anything that was
recorded in relationship to Species 10C.
Let us not assume that they have changed
their diplomatic relationship with us at this
time."


